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at all, looked but coldly and condescendingly upon the
nephew of Marius, and that notwithstanding the
brilliant manner in which the latter had discharged the
tasks committed to him.
But Caesar had studied Pompey, and knew the weak
spots in his character. He appealed to his vanity, and
while drawing him on whither he wanted him to go,
allowed him to fancy himself the leader. Thus it was
that Caesar joined hands with Crassus, reconciled Crassus
with Pompey, and persuaded them both that the three
of them could share the world between them.
Thus was formed the Triumvirate which cast the
existing Roman institutions on to the scrap-heap, and
created an entirely new governing body. This, though
nominally subordinate, was in reality nothing more or
less than a dictatorship.
Caesar was at the head of it, and took for himself the
proconsulship of Gaul, leaving Crassus to command the
army that had been raised to wage war on the Parthians,
while Pompey was to hold a watching brief on behalf of
the partnership in Rome.
In order to win popular support for their measures,
the Triumvirs had recourse to Marius's old plan. A law
was passed assigning a grant of land to every citizen
with three or more children to his credit.
Crassus and Caesar having taken their departure,
Pompey soon revealed his incompetence. The political
problems which had come to the fore in Rome since the
departure of the armies proved wholly beyond his
capacities. He could not even put down that dangerous
firebrand Clodius who, although a man of no account
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